After this he lived quietly in Constantinople, in receipt of
a daily pension of 200 aspers, till his death, which occured
on the Night of Assignments 1 922 (1516).

Although Mu'eyyed-zade wrote some professional works
and, like most Orientals of education, tried his hand at
poetry (which he composed under the pen-name of Khatemf),
it is not as an author, but as a patron of authors, that he
acquired celebrity. He was, moreover, as far as is known,
the first among the Ottomans to form a private library. He
was a great lover of books, and got together, we are told,
as many as 7,000 bound volumes, an enormous collection
for those days, when of course printing was unknown in
the East.

Of the Princes and statesman whose names I have mentioned
only Prince Jem and Ahmed Pasha won any real distinction
as poets, and they and their works will be considered in
the following chapters. The Dfwan of Sultan Mehemmed, if
it ever existed, seems to have disappeared j at any rate it
is for the present inaccessible. With regard to the works of
Mahmud Pasha and Sultan Bayezfd there is some uncertainty.
In 1308 (1891) there was published in Constantinople a little
volume which purports to be the Dfwan of Sultan Bayezfd
II. The 124 ghazels contained in this volume are clearly
works of an early period, and they are written by a poet
who calls himself cAdlf. This, as we have seen, was according
to some authorities the pen-name of Bayezid II; and it is
doubtless this circumstance, coupled with the antiquated
language of the poems, that led the editor, Mehemmed Fu'ad
Bey, to attribute them to that Sultan. None the less, I
believe this attribution to be mistaken, and am inclined to
think that the poems in this volume are in reality the work,
not of Sultan Bayezfd, but of Mahmud Pasha, who also is

1 See vol. i, p. 293, n. 4.